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Marine Policy Unit of
the FCO visit the NOC
On 6 November the Marine Policy Unit of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) visited
Southampton. They were here to be briefed on
activities relating to the Law of the Sea.
The FCO is the lead government
department on the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The FCO
Maritime Policy Unit, a team of three,
supervised by Chris Whomersley, Deputy
Legal Adviser, is responsible for policy on
maritime issues that include shipping, the
environment, scientific research, whaling,
major maritime powers and underwater
cultural heritage.
Alan Evans of the Marine Geoscience
Group hosted the meeting and
presentations were given by Ian Wright,
David Billett, Trevor Guymer
and Geraint West. They highlighted
how NOC activities impact on marine
policy, International Seabed Authority

(ISA) activities, on the
Intergovernmental
Oceanographic
Commission (IOC)
and marine scientific
research.
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Visitor from Scripps
In October Southampton hosted a visit by Dr Tony Haymet, Director
of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. On arrival at NOC Tony
met with Ed Hill, then joined Ian Wright for presentations given
by Henry Ruhl, Adrian New, Elaine McDonagh, Matt
Mowlem, Gwyn Griffiths and
Geraint West.
After discussion on
collaborative research,
Tony was joined by a team
from Ocean and Earth
Science, led by Damon
Teagle. Following a
meeting with Tom Bibby
and Lisa McNeil about
opportunities for staff and
student exchange, Tony
met other members of
the OES team. Discussion
included scope for a UK/US proposal to
the National Science Foundation (NSF) to
utilise the ocean observation fixed node
observatories cabled arrays and there
was agreement to work up series of joint
Southampton/Scripps seminars.
Scripps is the world’s largest academic
ocean, atmosphere, and earth science
institution. It was founded in 1903 and
joined the University of California in
1912. The institute has four research
vessels and ‘FLIP’, a unique floating

Marine Life Talk
10 January 2013
Volcano Trickery: How to survive
an eruption
By Dr Mike Cassidy
This highly interactive show will leave you
with a much better grasp of how to survive
the various hazards posed by an erupting
volcano...
7.30pm – Henry Charnock Lecture Theatre
Please note: This talk is a week later than usual

Welcome to...

instrument platform: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tQxQfQU_hsk – the Birch
Aquarium at Scripps attracts over 400,000
visitors per year.
After the meetings Jackie Pearson
gave a tour of NOC, Chris Sturdy
introduced Tony to the residents of the
Aquarium, Suzanne MacLachlan
gave an overview of BOSCORF and the
tour concluded with a visit to the Deep
Platforms Hangar to view ROV footage of
hydrothermal vents and the AUV family.

For more details about the visit, please contact Jacky Wood, jkwo@noc.ac.uk
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Christopher Edsall joins
the IT Group as IT Systems
Manager from the other side of
the world. He will be based at
Southampton.
In his previous job he
worked for NIWA based in
Wellington, New Zealand,
looking after their high
performance computing
and operational forecasting
systems. Chris’ sbackground
is in atmospheric physics, which he studied
at the University of Canterbury. In his spare
time Chris enjoys music, home brewing and
mountain biking.

